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NECROLOGY. 435 

Necrology of Virginia Historical Society. 

[At the time the Magazine for January went to press we were unable 
to obtain the details of Dr. William H. Sheild's life, which we now 
give.] 

Dr. William Henry Sheild, Assistant Superintendent of the East- 
ern State Hospital, died at Williamsburg, on the 22d of October, 1894. 
He was born on York river, in the county of York, in the year 1834. 
His father was Dr. William Henry Sheild, and his mother Anna Byrd 
Corbin. Among his ancestors was Rev. Samuel Sheild, an eminent 
Episcopal clergyman of his time, who was a close competitor with 
Bishop Madison for the Diocese of Virginia. 

He entered the Confederate army as a private in artillery ; very soon 
he was made assistant-surgeon, and was assigned to an Alabama regi- 
ment of infantry. From that position he was transferred, as surgeon, 
to the Thirty-second Virginia Infantry, a regiment mostly made up from 
the Peninsula. Then he became brigade surgeon. At the end of the 
war he settled in Yorktown, where he practiced medicine with great 
success for many years. Previous to his death Dr. Sheild occupied the 
position of Assistant Superintendent of the Eastern State Hospital. 
He was never married. 

While he was an accomplished master of his profession, he was also 
a literary man of fine tastes and fine attainments, and large range of 
reading in the field of letters. He was exceptionally brilliant in con- 
versation, and as a writer he had rare merit. He was a man possessing 
many qualities which gave him a strong hold upon the affection, re- 
spect and admiration of those who were associated with him. 

Mark Downey. — To the very brief account of the life of Mr. Mark 
Downey, appearing in the January number, the following, contributed 
by one who knew him well, can be appropriately added : 

" Mr. Downey had an interesting career, and a character notable for 
sincerity and vigor. Born at Bear Haven in Ireland, in 1816, he was 
reared and schooled by his grandfather. After the death of this rela- 
tive and the consequent changes this entailed, he set sail for America, 
landed in New York, where, by the frankness that characterized him 
through life, he soon made friends, and where he remained some years. 
Learning that he had a sister living in Richmond, he visited her, and 
charmed with the South and the Southern spirit and hospitality, he lo- 
cated there, and became identified with all its interests. Without capi- 
tal, by thrift and abounding energy, he succeeded in establishing him- 
self in business, and succeeded in this beyond every anticipation. 

"If an qualities of his deserve especial mention, they were his 
strongly pronounced principles and his inflexible integrity. He was a 
Democrat at a time when it required much courage and strong convic- 
tions in a young merchant to enlist in the ranks of Democracy in a 



